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         Burbage Parish Council 
Minutes of a meeting of Burbage Parish Council 

held on Monday 12th October 2020 
at 7.45pm via Zoom 

 
 

Attendance  
Cllrs. Steve Colling (Chairman), Tom Blanchard, Andrew Fellows, Tracy Jones, Glenda Pearce, Andrew Wheeler and Chris Wheeler 
were present. 
 
Cllr Stuart Wheeler of Wiltshire Council reported on the broadband issues in his area. The review of the broadband coverage is 
being done through the various parish councils, but that isn’t covering the problems in the more outlying areas. Cllr Wheeler is 
talking to Danny Kruger MP about this; and is also in contact with Susie Brew, the Coordinator for the Pewsey Community Area 
Partnership. Cllr Wheeler will co-ordinate the response with the other villages in his area. Cllr Colling will put a paragraph in his 
next newsletter to ask for the views of the residents of Burbage. Action Cllr Colling 
Cllr Stuart Wheeler also reported that Wiltshire Council are currently working on the new budget. There are no physical 
meetings taking place, so all meetings are virtual for the time being. Cllr Wheeler sits on the main Covid 19 committee, and 
reported that the numbers in Wiltshire are very low at the moment. 
Wiltshire Council are consulting on the revised Area Boards at present. The recommendation is that Pewsey Area Board will stay 
as it is. 
 
There was no Village Hall report. 
 
One member of the public, Mr Gavin Ketchen, joined the meeting. 
 
896 To receive and accept apologies for absence:  Cllr Giddings and Cllr Terry  
897 To receive Declarations of Interest and requests for dispensation: None 

898 The Minutes of Meeting held on Monday 10th August 2020 were accepted as a true record, and will be posted to the 
Chairman for signature. 

            
899 Community Transport Group 

A meeting was held in September. The 20mph limit in Burbage is complete, although some of the paintwork on the 20 
signs in the roads had to be redone. The cost of the project is likely to be lower than was originally expected, and is 
likely to be in the region of £8,500. 

 The speed reduction measures at The Warren are also complete. The gates and signs have been erected. The sign 
painting on the road has not been done, at the request of the residents. Some of the additional requirements have 
been paid for by the residents themselves. The final invoice for this work is also expected to be under budget. 

 The footpath by Stibb Green has been cleared. 
 
900 Pewsey Area Board 
 Nothing to report. The next scheduled meeting is online on Monday 9th November. 
 
901 Correspondence received since the last meeting, not covered by Committees:  

i) A Thank You card was received from HM Lord-Lieutenant of Wiltshire, Mrs Sarah Rose Troughton, for the contribution 
made to the community during the Covid-19 pandemic. 
ii) As mentioned by Cllr Stuart Wheeler, an email was received from Susie Brew, coordinator of PCAP, about a summit 
being organised to discuss the broadband issues in the area. The aim is to put together a map of local needs, which will 
then be discussed with Openreach. Anyone having broadband issues in the parish is asked to contact the Chairman or 
the Clerk with location details, so that these can be submitted to Susie Brew. 
iii) An email was received from Helen Vaas of Southern Electric, with a reminder that they hold a Priority Services 
Register which enables them to keep in constant contact with vulnerable people during a power cut. They can provide 
hot water and drinks if necessary; and in cases of medical need, they can supply a small generator to keep essential 
medical equipment running. If anyone wishes to be added to this register, a sign up form can be obtained from the 
Parish Clerk. Helen also wished to remind everyone that the emergency number to contact SSE in the event of a power 
cut is 105.        
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902 Planning Committee:  
 a) Correspondence: None 
 
 b) Report on planning decisions taken since the last Parish Council meeting:    

Reference Location Proposed Work Decision 

20/06934/FUL 59 Ailesbury Way  Erection of single storey rear 
extension 

Proposal – No Objection 
(unanimous) 

20/05458/TCA 24 Eastcourt Conversion of cider barn to 
residential dwelling with 
landscaping and parking 

Proposal – No Objection 
(unanimous) 
This is a re-submission of a previous 
application.  Previous application 
denied due to lack of parking 
provision.  This has now been rectified 
and the PC has no objection. 

  
c) Consider any new and existing applications for planning:  

Reference Location Applicant Proposed Work Decision 

20/07839/FUL 2 Scott Close Mr & Mrs Gray Building of home gym in 
rear garden 

Proposal – To  Object 
 (unanimous) 
Outside the settlement 
boundary, and already a 
lot of building/extensions 
on the plot. 
Overdevelopment of site. 

20/07896/FUL Tottenham House C/O Agent Erection of electricity 
substation in grounds 

Proposal – No Objection 
(unanimous) 

20/08117/TCA Stibb Cottage Mr J Oliver Fell dead and dying beech 
and ash trees on boundary 
with Savernake Road 

Proposal – Unable to 
Comment 
(7 in favour, 1 against) 
Plan submitted to 
Wiltshire Council not 
correct, so can’t 
comment. Proposal to tell 
WC that Parish Council 
unable to comment 
because of discrepancy in 
application. 

20/08446/TCA Bullfinch House Mr W Clarke Tree work in rear garden Proposal – No Objection 
(unanimous) 

           
903   Village Open Spaces Committee:         AW 

a) Correspondence: All discussed in the relevant sections below. 
b) Councillor Chris Wheeler’s review of road safety and related issues at the service station, undertaken after several 
emails were received expressing concern about the safety of pedestrians and local traffic in this area, was discussed. It 
was agreed that CATG should be invited to carry out a review of the parking and road crossing issues; and the problems 
being caused to vehicles trying to exit Bourne Way. The proposal for the Clerk to send a formal request to CATG for this 
inspection to be carried out, and confirming that Burbage Parish Council was prepared to fund 25% of the cost of 
installing any agreed safety measures was approved. Proposed Cllr Colling, seconded Cllr Chris Wheeler, approved 
unanimously. Action Clerk 
c) The playground upgrade was discussed. It was agreed that Cllr Chris Wheeler would obtain new quotes, as, because 
of Covid-19 restrictions, it is now several months since the initial ones were received. Cllr Chris Wheeler will request 
that the quotes are sent in time to be discussed at the budget meeting in November. Action Cllr Chris Wheeler 
d) Several emails have been received about the condition of the Seymour Pond area. The outlet pipe is blocked, which 
is causing the water to stagnate. The pond needs cleaning and tidying, the bins need emptying more regularly, and the 
rails need replacing. It was agreed that Cllr Chris Wheeler would speak to Mr Acheson, and try to sort out the outlet 
problem. He will also speak to the owner of the garage about the possibility of getting the bins emptied on a weekly 
basis. Action Cllr Chris Wheeler 
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Cllr Colling updated the meeting on the progress of the transfer of Seymour Pond into Parish Council ownership, which 
is very close to completion. The signature documents are being drawn up. Once these are signed, the transfer will be 
complete.  
e) Several emails have been received about the recent incidence of graffiti in the village. Mrs Amanda Wheeler reported 
that she had cleaned the bus shelter. Mr John Acheson reported that he and a fellow parishioner had cleaned the bench 
at Seymour Pond. The Chairman thanked them for their hard work. Cllr Andrew Wheeler advised that the Parish Council 
needs to formally report the damage to the police, as the Parish Council is the owner of the damaged property. It was 
agreed that Cllr Colling would speak to the police, and obtain a crime number. Action Cllr Colling 
Cllr Andrew Wheeler volunteered to supply a list of the locations of all the graffiti. Action Cllr Andrew Wheeler 
f) The playground inspection rota for the next month was noted. 
                   

904  Finance & Policy Committee:          GP 
a) Correspondence: An email from the Wiltshire Association of Local Councils advertising a series of online finance 
courses for councillors was noted. 
b) The proposal to purchase 10 new copies of the Good Councillor’s Guide, at a cost of £3.49 each plus post and 
packing, was approved. Proposed Cllr Andrew Wheeler, seconded Cllr Pearce, approved unanimously. The Clerk was 
asked to place the order. Action Clerk 
c) The proposal to purchase an updated copy of the “Yellow Book”, “Arnold-Baker on Local Council Administration”, 
was discussed. The Clerk reported that the current version, originally published in 2018, would cost £139.99. However, 
a new version is being published on 9th December 2020, which will cost £149.99. It was agreed that the newer version 
should be purchased. Proposed Cllr Pearce, seconded Cllr Andrew Wheeler, approved unanimously. The Clerk was 
asked to pre-order it. Action Clerk 
d) The purchase of a Zoom licence, at a cost of £119.90 plus £23.98 VAT, totalling £143.88, was approved 
retrospectively. Proposed Cllr Colling, seconded Cllr Pearce, approved unanimously. 
e) A discussion took place about co-opting four volunteers on to the Parish Council. It was agreed that the Clerk should 
write to all four volunteers to ask them to submit a short outline of their background; and to invite them to join the 
next meeting as observers. Action Clerk 
f) The Clerk’s expense claim of £237.24, covering the period from 10th August to 12th October 2020, for travel, postage, 
the Zoom Licence, and new printer cartridges, was approved. Proposed Cllr Pearce, seconded Cllr Colling, approved 
unanimously.  
    

905  RFO / Finance Report:  
a) Correspondence: None 

 b) RFO’s report – the RFO presented a draft budget for discussion, in preparation for the final budget setting in 
November. It was felt that the existing reserves for the new playground would probably need to be increased, and Cllr 
Chris Wheeler was asked to provide new quotes in advance of the November meeting. It was also felt that the upgrade 
to Seymour Pond would cost more than the existing reserve. Cllr Chris Wheeler was asked to provide an estimate of the 
potential costs for the November meeting. Action Cllr Chris Wheeler 

 It was also agreed that Burbage Parish Council should apply for a grant from the Pewsey Area Board for the upgrade to 
Seymour Pond. Cllr Colling volunteered to explore this option. Action Cllr Colling 

 The RFO was asked to produce and circulate an updated draft budget before the November meeting. Action RFO 
c) Receive current liquidity statement & Bank Reconciliation for 30th September, 2020: £116,234.93 
              
d) Note receipts since last PC Meeting:  

Date Cleared Chq/SO/BACS Ref. Details VAT Excl Total Recp. 

03/08/20 BACS R20/08 Bank Interest: Base Rate Reward A/C 0.49 0.49 

01/09/20 BACS R20/09 Bank Interest: Base Rate Reward A/C 0.43 0.43 

23/09/20 BACS R20/10 Precept and grant payment 16,500.00 16,500.00 

   Totals 16,500.92 16,500.92 

          
e) Note payments since last Parish Council meeting:         

Cheque Date Chq No. Ref. Details VAT Excl Total 
Payments 

VAT 

14/09/20 100777 P507C Idverde Limited – grass cutting August 
2020 

462.58 555.10 92.52 

28/09/20 100778 P508C Clerk’s salary/BB/phone September 2020 385.10 385.10  

14/09/20 100779 P509C PAYE for Clerk September 2020 93.40 93.40  

14/09/20 100780 P510C Community Heartbeat – adult 
defibrillator electrodes 

108.00 129.60 21.60 

   Totals 1,049.08 1,163.20 114.12 
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f) Approve new payments:  

Cheque Date Chq No. Ref. Details VAT Excl Total 
Payments 

VAT 

12/10/20 100781 P511C Idverde Limited – grass cutting 
September 2020 

462.58 555.10 92.52 

28/10/20 100782 P512C Clerk’s salary/BB/phone October 2020 385.10 385.10  

12/10/20 100783 P513C PAYE for Clerk October 2020 93.40 93.40  

12/10/20 100784 P514C Clerk’s expenses – 10/08/20 – 12/10/20 201.28 237.24 35.96 

   Totals 1,142.36 1,270.84 128.48 

 
           
906 Next Meeting:                                                                                                                                                                                    JT 

a) Finance Committee meeting Monday 2nd November 2020 at 7.45pm via Zoom 
b) Full Council Wednesday 11th November 2020 at 7.45pm via Zoom 

 
 

     There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.30pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Signed…………………………………………………Chairman  …………………Date 


